
   
  
The regular meeting of the Greenbush City Council was held February 19, 2018 in the Greenbush Library 
Conference Room at 5:30 pm.  
 
Members present: Council Members Brenda Sather, Dennis Filer, Christine Foss, Eric Etherington, Shawn Walsh 
 
Others Present: Jerry Maxwell, Dustin Fanfulik, Kara Nelson, Kara Heggedal, Anita Locken 
 
Meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm. 
 
 
Zipline 
 
Kara Nelson and Kara Heggedal were at the meeting on the behalf of Greenbush Community Partners (GCP). Last 
year during a Thursday meal in Welcome Park, a survey was completed to see what the community would like to see 
in the park. One of the things the community would like to see is more playground equipment. At this time the 
closest zip line park is in Roseau. We do have community members that are going to that park now. GCP did some 
research on different possibilities for Welcome Park and found that the best zipline for the city would be a 50’ 
Zipkrooz through Dakota Playground. This zipline has the cables enclosed so they do not rust and wear out as 
quickly. The cost of the zipline is $16,600 delivered and installed. This cost does not include the ground prep or the 
pea rock that needs to be placed under the zipline. The total estimated cost at this time is $17,000-$20,000. The city 
does have a donation that is being held in the Greenbush Community Fund in the amount of $3,000. This donation 
can only be used in the Welcome Park. GCP has $2,700 available at this time to put towards the project and plans to 
raise more funds. GCP is wondering if the city would be willing to designate any funds towards this project and help 
with the site prep. The city does have reserves available to help on this project. Council was ok with the equipment 
being purchased through the city. 
 
M/S/P Dennis Filer/Eric Etherington to give permission to Greenbush Community Partners to install a Zipkrooz 
Zipline in Welcome Park. Council also agrees to have the public works department help with ground prep and 
installation of this equipment. 
 
In Favor- Brenda Sather, Dennis Filer, Christine Foss, Eric Etherington, Shawn Walsh 
 
M/S/P Shawn Walsh/Dennis Filer to allocate $7,000 from the General Fund Park Reserves for the Zipkrooz Zipline 
project. 
 
In Favor- Brenda Sather, Dennis Filer, Christine Foss, Eric Etherington, Shawn Walsh 
 
 
Solid Waste Tax Audit 
 
The city recently went through a Solid Waste Tax Audit. It was found that we were incorrectly not charging sales tax 
on solid waste to the school and churches. Even though these entities are tax exempt they are not exempt from the 
sales tax on solid waste. The city is required to pay back taxes for these entities for a 3-year period. The amount of 
back taxes is $2,987.19. The accounts that were affected by this audit have been changed so they are now being 
charged the tax. Each entity was notified at the same time.   
 
 
Freezing Water 
 
We have had some questions lately from residents wondering what they should be doing for freezing water at their 
house. So far, we have not had any frozen service lines. The individuals that have had frozen water had the water 
freeze under their house. A notice was out for residents to watch the temperature of the cold water in their house. 
We do have some properties with histories of frozen service lines that are allowed to run their water each year. The 
reason for allowing these individuals to run their water is that the water mains throughout the city were not lowered 
when the curb and gutter was installed. That list is slowly going away. As water projects are being completed and 
water mains are lowered individuals are taken off the list. If the problem is in the service line or house it is the 
homeowner’s responsibility. 
 
 
 
 



   
  

Acct #  
70 Farmer's Co-op Ag Service 

147 Kjos, Denis 
160 Dan's Parts City 
245 Roseau Co Hwy Department 
267 Vacura, Gary 
288 Truscinski, Rodney 
315 Kirkeide, Mike 
325 Hedman, Mark 
339 Korbel, Jerry 
557 Adam Sorenson 
671 Olson, Alicia 
678 Jon's Auto South Shop 
826 Jon's Auto Southwest Shop 

     

 
As per Jan 20, 2015 council decision- These freezing water accounts are to be charged for their annual 
averaged metered usage from January 1st to April 1st. 

     

 
These accounts will be removed once the water project on their street is completed. Below are the years in 
which the projects are scheduled 

     
 2019 Old Hwy 11 Water Project    
 2020 Main St Water Project    
 2021 South Main St Water Project    
 2022 2nd St Water Project    

 
 
Regional Safety Group 
 
The City of Badger is wondering if we would be interested in joining a League of MN Cities Insurance Trust regional 
safety group with them. The safety group would meet with a MMUA Regional Safety Coordinator throughout the 
year. This coordinator would provide trainings that the city needs to meet safety requirement for organization like 
OSHA. LMCIT helps cover half of the $1,200 cost per meeting. The other half of the cost is split between the 
participating cities. Public Works Director Jevne is in charge of the city’s safety program. 
 
M/S/P Dennis Filer/Eric Etherington to join a regional safety group sponsored by LMICT with other local cities. 
 
In Favor- Brenda Sather, Dennis Filer, Christine Foss, Eric Etherington, Shawn Walsh 
 
 
Fire Department Temp Liquor License 
 
M/S/P Eric Etherington/Dennis Filer to approve the Fire Relief Association’s temporary liquor license for March 16th 
and 17th.  
 
In Favor- Brenda Sather, Dennis Filer, Christine Foss, Eric Etherington, Shawn Walsh 
 
 
League of MN Cities Meeting 
 
On January 30th Mayor Sather, Clerk-Treasurer Locken and Roseau Administrator Peterson met with 3 
representatives from the League of MN Cities. They were visiting different areas of the state to see if the League 
could help our city with anything. 
 
 
Potential Changes to Clerk-Treasurer Position 
 
Tabled for the March regular meeting 
 
 
Job Descriptions 
 
Tabled for the March regular meeting 
 



   
  
Well 3 Replacement 
 
This project entail removing the wellhouse from Well 3 and installing a pit less pump. This well is starting to issues 
due to rust. The wellhouse also needs to be watched closely in the winter. The city received quotes from 2 vendors. 
Thein Well- $20,495 and Area Lakes Well Drilling- $20,443. Thein Well completes the annual inspections of the city 
wells. 
 
M/S/P Eric Etherington/Dennis Filer to approve the $20,495 estimate from Thein Well for the installation of a pit 
less pump for Well 3. 
 
In Favor- Brenda Sather, Dennis Filer, Christine Foss, Eric Etherington, Shawn Walsh 
 
 
Community Center Ceiling Replacement 
 
The city received additional quotes for the replacing the community center ceiling. Waage Post Frame- $9,750, Lewis 
Construction- $9,159.32 and Langaas Construction- $5,700. Discussion was held concerning the quotes and the 
fairness of getting new quotes when the first quote had already been made public knowledge. Council then 
discussed what the best way to handle this situation was. 
 
M/S/P Eric Etherington/Dennis Filer to approve the bid from Waage Post Frame in the amount of $9,750 to 
complete the ceiling replacement. 
 
In Favor- Brenda Sather, Dennis Filer, Christine Foss, Eric Etherington, Shawn Walsh 
 
Council wants to recognize that this decision was being made because the quote was already public knowledge and 
that the other contractors will be contacted for future projects. 
 
M/S/P Dennis Filer/Shawn Walsh to approve the Lieberg Electric quote in the amount of $3,906 for the 
replacement of the community center lights. 
 
In Favor- Brenda Sather, Dennis Filer, Christine Foss, Eric Etherington, Shawn Walsh 
 
Mayor Sather then reiterated that the low bidders were rejected due to a council mistake of not getting the 
additional bids before the first bid was made public. 
 
 
Potential 2019 Water Projects 
 
City Engineer Dustin Fanfulik was in to let council know that the plans and specifications for the 2019 Old Hwy 11 
water project were completed. Since the water main that is being replaced is the main line that runs to the water 
tower this project will be bored so the watermain can stay in service. The county has decided to not repave this 
street since the project will not be open cut. Bids for this project will be opened on March 13th at 3 pm.   
 
M/S/P Dennis Filer/Eric Etherington to approve Resolution 2019-03 Resolution Approving Plans and Specifications 
and ordering advertisement of bids. 
 
In Favor- Brenda Sather, Dennis Filer, Christine Foss, Eric Etherington, Shawn Walsh 
 
M/S/P Dennis Filer/Eric Etherington to approve Resolution 2019-04 approving the Minnesota Public Facilities 
Authority Application. 
 
In Favor- Brenda Sather, Dennis Filer, Christine Foss, Eric Etherington, Shawn Walsh 
 
 
City County/Shop 
 
There is no update  
 
 
 



   
  
Pool House 
 
Tabled 
 
 
Street Signs  
 
Tabled until spring. 
 
 
Citizen Complaints/Concerns  
 
No action was taken on either request. Both requests for water credit due to issues in the individual’s building or 
service line.  
 
 
Committee Reports 
 
 
Iworq 
 
Tabled for March meeting. 
 
 
Closed Meeting 
 
M/S/P Dennis Filer/Eric Etherington to close the regular meeting pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 13D.05 Subd. 3(a) 
to discuss medical data and or an individual’s medical records as governed by Minnesota Statutes 144.29-144.298. 
 
In Favor- Brenda Sather, Dennis Filer, Christine Foss, Eric Etherington, Shawn Walsh 
 
 
Regular Meeting closed at 7:12 pm. 
 
The regular meeting reopened at 7:14 pm. 
 
 
M/S/P Eric Etherington/Shawn Walsh to close the regular meeting pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 13D.05 Subd. 
3(a) to evaluate the performance of an individual who is subject to its authority. 
 
In Favor- Brenda Sather, Dennis Filer, Christine Foss, Eric Etherington, Shawn Walsh 
 
 
Regular Meeting closed at 7:15 pm. 
 
The regular meeting reopened at 7:28 pm. 
 
 
M/S/P Eric Etherington/Shawn Walsh to extend Ryan Ratkovec’s unpaid leave of absence until the next regular 
council meeting in March due to the city not receiving his fit for duty evaluations at this time. 
 
In Favor- Brenda Sather, Dennis Filer, Christine Foss, Eric Etherington, Shawn Walsh 
 
 
Consent Agenda 
 
M/S/P Eric Etherington/Dennis Filer to approve the consent agenda items with revised bills and minutes 
(Minutes/Bills-Revised/Receipts). 
 
In Favor- Brenda Sather, Dennis Filer, Christine Foss, Eric Etherington, Shawn Walsh 
 



   
  
 
Upcoming Meetings:  

⋅ Regular Council Meetings: at 5:30 pm, March 18th, April 15th and May 20th  
 
 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:31 pm. 
 
 
 
 
Brenda Sather      Anita Locken 
Mayor       Clerk-Treasurer 


